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Green Economy 

 

Retailers Increasingly More Demanding with Suppliers 
 

Blue Horse Associates presents a tool for rating the production process specifically 

aimed at the food and beverage industry. 
 

Blue Horse Associates [a French sustainability metrics company with a 

network of experts in France, the UK, the Netherlands and the US] launched a 

tool for rating the production process specifically aimed at operators in the 

food industry.  

 

We asked one of the team, [BHA Associate Partner] Anne Himeno, to reveal 

the pros and cons of this new trend.  

 

Retailers exert considerable pressure in regards to traceability. Why is that? 

The demands of retailers are a reaction to consumer behavior. Today, all the major distributors 

demand greater responsibility by suppliers regarding environmental impact, particularly where 

packaging is concerned. This trend is particularly marked in Anglo-Saxon countries: [mass retailer] 

Wal-Mart in America launched in July 2009 its Sustainability Index, a qualitative questionnaire 

directed at suppliers. This has become an unavoidable element in the relationship between 

manufacturers and distributors. Wal-Mart also has an enormous impact on the choices made in this 

sector at an international level. 

 

Is the reduction of packaging really that important? 

The issue of packaging is not in some cases as important as it is 

believed to be. In the case of yogurt, the milk production stage is 

responsible for producing four times the quantity of greenhouse 

gas than that of the plastic container. For example in the Bleu-

Blanc-Coeur program by [French food and nutrition group] 

Danone, the re-introduction of linseed meal in cow’s feed has 

increased milk production, improved nutritional quality and 

reduced methane gas emissions. 

 

How can you help producers respond to these new demands by distributors? 

With Carbonostics, we provide a simplified life-cycle analysis (LCA), which pin-points the 

environmental and nutritional aspects involved [in the production of a food product or menu]. Our 

application also allows the comparison of impacts if the ingredients are changed and provide 

information for use as an eco-conception tool. Obviously the parameters which analyzed are the 

“All the major 

distributors demand 

greater responsibility by 

suppliers regarding 

environmental impact.” 



major ones - production of raw materials, energy, transport, storage, consumption and end-of-life. 

[We have over] 700 data emission points [for food ingredients alone].● 
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